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When writing about demonology I write as an Esoteric Christian from a Kabbalahic and Christian base. Today's post is from the Kabbalahic standpoint which is somewhat different, but similar to Christian Demonology. Truthfully Jewish Demonology goes back to the beginning of time, and is much more detailed than Christian Demonology whose roots are only a couple thousand years old. Judaism has a very rich bank when it comes to demonology. What I found most fascinating about Jewish Demonology is the belief that not all demons are anti-God, nor were all sent by Satan. What if I told you Jesus believed this? Taught this? Jesus was a practicing Jew. A few scriptures to back up that Jesus was a practicing Jew who practiced Judaism are: Jesus studying in the temple at 12 (Luke 2.46), Jesus observing and practicing Jewish holidays Luke 2.41-43, John 12.12; Mark 14.12-26,John 7.1-39,Luke 4.16, Mark 1.39; Matthew 4.23; 9.35; Luke 4.15,16-27,44,Matthew 23.23,and finally my personal favorite "We know what we worship, for salvation is from the Jews" (John 4.22). 
It is believed that some "Jewish demons" work for God punishing sinners. What if I told you it was believed that some demons study the Kabbalah? The Torah? Disturbing to you?  What if I told you that  demons or at least some demons are Jewish? Equally disturbing to you? It was to me when I first started studying the Kabbalah years ago.
 

Bare Bones Facts Of Jewish Demonology 
The Zohar, one of the most important books on the Kabbalah ever written, distinguished between three types of demons: Those which are similar to angels, those resembling humans, and those which pay no respect to God, and are like animals.
Demons are said to resemble angels in that they fly and have no permanent physical form. They are said to resemble humans in that they eat, reproduce (I will write extensively about that later), and can die.
The three basic categories of demons are:
1. "Jewish" Demons. At the end of the sixth day of Creation, God went about making demons, creatures which were to be angel-like. He had made their souls and given them their intelligence and power, but ran out of time before the Sabbath, and so the demons had no bodies, nor were they ever completed. These demons were his creations, God-fearing, and subject to Him. However, because of their unfinished state, they became resentful and jealous of humankind. These demons are sometimes referred to as "Sublunar" (That means earthly) demons. They were considered to be Jewish, even so far as getting married in Jewish fashion and circumcising their children. Again before your teeth hit the floor I will write more on this later as I am writing a series on Demonology.
 These demons didn't  seek to harm human beings unless they had a good reason; for example, someone in their family was attacked, etc."Demons will torment only people who annoy them," Rabbi Judah he-Hasid wrote in Sefer Hasidim (The Book of the Pious). He goes on to elaborate, citing a number of activities which annoy demons. One is performing witchcraft (which is NOT practical Kabblah), an activity which  involves the summoning and binding of demons.  
Ashmedai A.K.A. Asmodeus is often called the king of the Jewish demons, many of whom study Torah, and will not harm a human Torah scholar. Ashmedai himself is said to ascend to Heaven to study. You also see Satan in heaven going to and fro in the Bible (Isa 14:12-17,Jude 1:6), to name just a few. Ashmedai is reputed to have a sense of humor with a mean streak; there are a number of stories concerning him getting the better of King Solomon. For those of you clueless as to what I am referencing I will write more about, "The Key Of Solomon," and such later.
Ashmedai's demons are subject to God, and are in his  service to punish when needed. For example, those who commit sins or break purity laws may be subject to attack. Some  original demons like Samael and his host, are purely evil. These are more akin to the "Fallen angels" of Christianity.
 

 

2. Lilith and Her Offspring. 
See "Demonology I"
 

 

3. The Minions of Sitra Akhra. Sitra Akhra could be translated "the other side". Some philosophers believed that all things were created by and subject to God (including demons), but others wondered if the things which were so unspeakably evil had their origins in another realm outside of God's command, or at least if there was a place forsaken by God, or where the inhabitants had no respect for God at all. This produced the idea of Sitra Akhra,  is the closest I've seen to a classical Hell in the Christian sense, where the inhabitants are purely evil and have completely forsaken God, existing only to satisfy their perverted whims. The demon Samael (who is equated with Satan) is sometimes said to live here. Anything from Sitra Akhra would be completely evil, malevolent, and very dangerous.
While I grew up in a protestant home from the Kabbalahic standpoint I view demons very differently now. I simply see a demon as "A man (Demon) on a mission." Jewish demons are not the fiery monsters that are portrayed in the Christian bible. They are scholarly, well spoken, and fierce adversaries to mankind by no means meant to "Toy" with. Later I will recommend some books on Judaic Mythology concerning demonology, but for now I am simply going to recommend this link to give you some more "Basics" that I have not covered.
Please check out this article by Rabbi Davis:
http://www.pantheon.org/articles/d/demons.html
