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Those of you who know me know I am an Esoteric Christian. For those that do not know what that means here is a brief definition of it: Esoteric Christianity, sometimes called Mystical Christianity, is the inner teaching of Christianity.  An Esoteric Christian is one who seeks awareness with Christ through personal experience rather than through dogma, and also acknowledges ageless wisdom teachings.
 

Being I am an Esoteric Christian I have studied most world religions, not practiced, but studied them. I have friends from all religions Judaism, Mormons, Christians, Hindus, Pagans, … It always amazes me at the ignorance of people when it comes to one religion. That is Paganism. Many Christians believe that Pagans worship Satan, sacrifice animals; it couldn’t be further from the truth. In the 80’s and 90’s I read some on Paganism. Here is my take on Paganism via what I have read and witnessed in other Pagans lifestyles.
 

 Pagans believe in polytheism (More than 1 God), magic (The belief that there are energies that are still unexplained by science, but that flow through everything. Thus they can use this energy in their daily life. This is similar to how a Christian prays for Gods divine intersession, instead Pagans appeal to the natural energies of the universe), and in nature as a divine force (Sort of like Mother Nature. They believe that our planet is an actual living entity, and that everything on it is essentially cells of a larger organism. That all life is bound together by spiritual energy, and some believe that nature is simply the way divinity shows itself to man). 

One of the major misconceptions I have noticed that Christians believe is that Pagans are the same as a Satanist. I do not know of one self respecting Pagan that recognizes Satanism as part of their religion. I will be perfectly honest with you I know VERY LITTLE about Satanists. I simply haven’t had the time, desire, nor need to study it. I am not afraid of it because I know that, greater is he that is within me. 
 

The second biggest misconception I see that people believe about Pagans is the belief they sacrifice animals, children, …. The only thing I have seen true Pagans sacrifice is things very similar to things Christians sacrifice in fasting. I have seen them abstain from sex for certain periods, certain foods, …. All while in their prayer or in honor of whatever it is they are asking for or celebrating.

 Wicca is the most popular form of Paganism, there are many others, but it is the one I know the most about.  The Wiccan religion as we know it today was founded in the late 1940s by Gerald Gardner. However their basic principle beliefs go back to ancient times. They believe in a God and Goddess, often associated with the sun and moon. Nature, fertility, and the cycles of moon and sun are some of the more important themes. They generally practice magic and refer to themselves (both genders) as witches. I haven’t met one man that referred to himself as a warlock yet, and I have met many through the years. 
 

So as a Christian one should ask themselves this. What would Jesus do if he was here on the planet with Pagans right now? Would he attack them? Disassociate himself from them? Or would he sit down with them as he did with the tax collectors and break bread? I think he would do the latter.
 

There are some Christians and ministries out there right now doing some great work in this area. But sadly enough it is as it was in Jesus’ time. We have 100 Pharisees to every one of them pointing their fingers and spewing their venomous message of hate (Any doubt about that? Pat Robertson has run telethons based on it & has many times said terrible things about Edgar Cayce’s institute on the air. Jack Van Impe is another one who has recently jumped on that band wagon as well). Jesus taught us love through tolerance. As Christians we should aspire to emulate his testimony in this area. 
 

Here are some websites you might want to check out:
 

 

http://www.christiananswers.net/evangelism/beliefs/wicca.html
 

http://www.witchvox.com/words/words_1996/e_sharethegospel.html 

